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of a thought which possibly has no reality in it,
we should perhaps grow to feel that the true
priesthood of life could be exercised as well by
women as by men, or even better. The true
principle is that all those who are set free by
a natural grace, a divine instinct, from grosser
temptations, and whose freedom leads them not
to a cold self-sufficiency, to a contempt for what
is weaker, but to an ardent desire to save, to
renew, to upraise, .are the natural priests or
priestesses of the world; for the only way in
which the priest can stand between man and
God is, when smaller and more hampered natures
realise that he has a divine freedom and com-
passion conferred upon him, which sets him above
themselves ; when they can feel that in religion
it is better to agree with the saints than to differ
from them ; when they can see that there are
certain people whose religious intuitions can be
trusted, because they are wider and deeper than
the narrower intuitions of more elementary
natures.
The priest, then, that I would recognise is not
the celebrater of lonely and forlorn mysteries,
the proprietor of divine blessings, the posturer
in solemn ceremonies, but the man or woman